ANIMALS IN SCHOOLS (NEW)
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Service animals, animals used for instructional purposes and class pets are permitted. Wath-—the
exeeptionofserviee-antmals; All other animals are not allowed on district preperty grounds (e.g.,
sporting events, playing fields, playgrounds); nor in seheet district buildings faetittes;-at-sperting
e*v*ents—er—en—p}a-y‘mg—ﬁe-}ds—dtrrmg—seheel—lﬂretrrs unless spe01ﬁcally approved by the prinetpat

approprlate school/dlstrlct official.

Animals—rematning—in—vehteles Owners ar from leaving animals in vehicl
unattended. wlﬁe—t-hremmﬁng—ﬂm—emnpus areﬁmt—resﬁ'reted—exeept—t-lﬁra-t Whether the

animal is attended or unattended, owners should keep windows and other openings restricted to

prevent students from reaching into the vehicle and to prevent the animal from exiting the

vehicle._Additionally, windows and other openings should be positioned to allow the animal
fresh air,

If a stray or wild animal appears on school grounds, students will not be allowed in the area until
the animal has left the premises or is removed by the local animal control officer, game warden,
or other appropriate official.

Animals Used for Instructional Purposes

An animal for instructional purposes is defined as the use of live animals as part of instruction
using approved standards-based curriculum. The animal’s presence and purpose must be
authorized in writing in advance through the designated office/department and the building
administrator/principal.

well- documented currlculum that detalls the 1nstruct10nal beneﬁt of the an1ma1 how the anlmal

will be integrated into the classroom or school setting, and an approved plan of care. In addition,
prior to requesting to use or introduce an animal for instructional purposes on district property.
the requesting staff member must also investigate known student or staff allergies, other known
health issues related to or exacerbated by the requested animal, or extreme fear of certain animals
that may be aggravated by the presence of the requested animal.

If the approved animal’s presence on district property is no longer needed for the approved
purpose, the animal has become disruptive, poses a direct threat to the health or safety of others,
or for any other appropriate reason, the animal may be excluded from district property.
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Classroom Pets

diseretton: Classroom pets are permitted. Before a classroom “adopts™ a pet, the teacher will
evaluate the appropriateness of the animal of interest and the long-term benefits of the
educational objective for having the animal in the classroom. The teacher will ensure the
presence of the animal directly supports the learning objectives of the district’s educational
program. The teacher will then submit a written request to the principal detailing:
the instructional purpose of the animal
the type of animal
the length of time the animal is expected to be present
a plan for the care of the animal (including, but not limited to, a plan of daily care for the
animal, including weekends, holiday breaks, and end of the school year; a plan for access to
and paying the cost of veterinary care; and an exit plan for the animal if it has to be removed
from the school)
proof of the animal’s good health, including proof of rabies and other vaccinations, if
applicable for the species

Principal approval is required on an annual basis and may be revoked by the principal or a
district-level administrator at any time.

It is not appropriate to requestthat require students or their families to assume any responsibility
for a classroom pet.

Under no circumstance will the district be responsible financially for the veterinary care of any
classroom pet.
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Transportation of animals

Animals used for instructional purposes and class pets will not be transported on school buses or
other district vehicles.

Prohibited Practice

No live animal will be used as part of a scientific experiment or for any other purpose in which
the normal health of the animal is interfered with or where pain or distress is caused. No person
will practice vivisection or exhibit a vivisected animal in the schools. Dissection of deceased
animals will be confined to the classroom and to the presence of students engaged in the study of
dissection and will not be for the purpose of exhibition.

Adopted *



