
1. MYTH: If I don’t list a choice option as my #1 priority, I 

won’t be selected by that school or program. 

BUSTED: The Choice selection process, whether lottery based or 
selective, is conducted independently for each program. Appli-
cants are ranked either by lottery number or total points based on 
selection criteria.  Therefore, ranking a school first would not give 
a student preference over another student who ranked a school 
third, had a higher point score, and did not get an offer from their 
first or second choice schools. In this scenario, the student with 
the lower lottery number or higher point score who ranked the 
school third, would receive an offer to that school before a student 
with a lower score who ranked the school as her first choice. 

 

In another example, a student with a lottery number of 1 would be 

selected for a school even if that school is his/her third choice. 

This student would be selected before a student with a lottery 

number of 8 who ranked the same school as his/her first choice. 

 

2. MYTH: In ranking schools, I should rank the schools in the 

order I think my child will get in rather than where she really 

wants to go. 

BUSTED: Schools should always be ranked in the true order of 

where the student wants to attend. Schools should not be 

ranked in any other way. The selection process is designed to 

match your preferences and give your child the highest choice 

for which he/she qualifies. 

 

3. MYTH: Schools assign the lottery numbers. 

BUSTED: Lottery numbers are randomly assigned in an automat-

ed process at the district level.   To prevent tampering, assigned 

lottery numbers are encrypted during the lottery process and de-

crypted for program administrators when selections are made. 

 

4. MYTH: Race and ethnicity are considered in the selec-

tions for Expanded Choice and Magnet schools/programs. 

BUSTED: Race and ethnicity are not used for ANY selections for 

any school or program. Although we ask for this information on 

some applications, it is only used for federal reporting or when the 

district receives requests for information concerning the diversity 

of the applicant pool. 

 

5. MYTH:  If I miss the application deadline, I can still submit an 

application. 

BUSTED:  The application deadline is strictly enforced - no late 

applications are accepted. 

6. MYTH: If I have a child who has a sibling in the magnet 
school or program, I don’t have to apply. My child will auto-

matically be accepted. 
BUSTED: Even if you already have another child enrolled in a Magnet 
Choice option that  uses sibling preference as part of the selection pro-
cess, you must submit an application if you want another one of your 
children to attend. If you do not apply, then your child will not be included 
in the selection process at the same school as his/her sibling. 

 
7. MYTH: If I apply early, I have a better chance of getting select-
ed, because students are selected on a first- come, first-served 
basis. 
BUSTED: It does not matter when you submit your application as 
long as it is before the application deadline. The selection process 
does not take place until after the application deadline. 

 
8. MYTH: If my child is attending a school or magnet program 
through Choice, we have to reapply each year.  
BUSTED: Once your child is accepted to a school or magnet via Choice, 
you do not have to reapply.  As long as all the conditions of Choice eligi-
bility are met (R2 residency, attendance, timely arrival and pick-up, etc.) 
your Choice option is valid until your child moves to the next school level. 

 
9. MYTH: If I apply to three programs, I am guaranteed to be accept-
ed to one.   
BUSTED: No, all Choice programs run independent selection process-
es.  Applying to multiple programs will not increase your chances of 
getting in to a single program.   

 
10. MYTH: My child may be accepted to more than one Choice 
option and I will get to choose which one he/she will attend. 
BUSTED: We use a single best offer model where your child’s applica-
tions are rank ordered by your preference, with #1 being your first choice 
preference and #3 being your last choice preference.  Your child will be 
offered an available seat in the highest ranked school or program on 
their application for which they qualify.   

 
11. MYTH: If I accept a seat for my child in a Magnet program 
during Choice 1, he/she can apply and be accepted to another 
Magnet during Choice 2. 
BUSTED: Any student who applies and accepts a seat in a Magnet dur-
ing  Choice 1 is ineligible to apply for another program during Choice 2.  
Any student who was not offered a seat during Choice 1 may apply to 
different programs during Choice 2.  However, applying  for Choice op-
tions during Choice 2 will remove them from any Choice 1 waitlists.   
 
12. MYTH:  My child will have a better chance of being selected for a 
particular program if he/she shadows another student in that pro-
gram for a day. 
BUSTED:  Whether a student shadows a current magnet student or 
participates in a tour has no impact on selection.  Shadowing and touring 
opportunities are available to help students make decisions about which 
applications to submit.  It is completely optional activity and students will 
need a parental note to explain the absence.   
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