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Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: What are magnet programs? 

A: Richland Two’s Magnet Programs offer learning opportunities related to various 
themes for interested students. Students from across the district may apply to a 
Magnet Program regardless of where they are zoned. The purposes of Magnet 
Programs are to meet students’ diverse needs and interests by maximizing 
potential for learning and growth; encouraging creativity; maintaining high 
standards; and creating an awareness of career opportunities relative to the fields 
of study in which students may be interested. 

Q: My child appears to be interested in several Magnet Programs. How do 
we make the choice? 

A: Parents are encouraged to acquire as much information about each program as 
possible. It may be helpful to attend the Choice Fair and school informational 
meetings, review the brochures and magnet program videos, visit the schools, talk 
to the Magnet Lead Teachers, and come to this website for more information. 

Q: May my child apply for more than one magnet or choice program? 

A: Each student can apply for up to three programs. 

Q: Can a student with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) apply for 
Magnet Programs? 

A: Magnet Programs are available for all Richland Two students regardless of 
disability. Educational services for a student with special needs are detailed in their 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) OR 504 Individual Accommodation Plan. 
Before granting a transfer request under Choice programs, the district must 
determine that the services specified in the student’s IEP or 504 PLAN are available 
at the requested school. If the district determines that the student’s IEP cannot be 
implemented at the requested school, the transfer will not be granted. 

Q: After my child is accepted into the magnet program, do I need to fill out 
an application every year to allow my child to continue in the magnet 
program? 

A: Magnet program students in grades (K–5), (6–8), (9–12), do not need to apply 
every year in order to remain in their magnet program. However, magnet program 
students in the fifth and eighth grades must apply to continue with a magnet 
program in middle and high school.  
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Q: Once a student is granted attendance through Choice to a magnet 
school or program, can they lose the option to attend that school or 
program? 

A: Choice is a program for students who reside in Richland School District Two. If a 
student moves outside of the district, the student can no longer attend any 
Richland School District Two school. Additionally, any student attending a school or 
program through Choice must maintain the following: 

• Exemplary punctuality and attendance at school
• Cooperation with the school and/or program in regards to academic and

disciplinary expectations
• Transportation to and from school.

Q: How can I apply for my child to attend a Magnet school? 

A: Parents may submit an electronic application during the application period in 
December–January. This application is for the following school year. 

Q: How are elementary school students selected for Magnet schools? 

 A: Students submitting an application are selected through a random computerized 
process using the following criteria: 

• Application submitted during the online application period
• School capacity

Q: How are middle school or high school students selected for Magnet 
programs? 

A: Students submitting an application for a selective program are selected through 
a process using the following criteria*: grades, test scores, writing samples, 
teacher recommendations, interviews, and application. Palmetto Center for the Arts 
requires an audition. 

Exception: FAME (Fine Arts and Media Enrichment Program) at Dent, Longleaf 
LEAP, ELW International Baccalaureate School, Richland Northeast International 
Baccalaureate World School, Cavplex, Studio D and Westwood iRED have selection 
by lottery and no interviews, grade review, recommendations or writing samples 
are required. 

Q: Are siblings automatically accepted into the same Magnet program? 

A: For elementary school students (with the exception of Center For Achievement), 
priority is given to siblings applying to a Magnet program where another sibling has 
been accepted. Siblings entering the same school that another sibling attends must 
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be listed on the Magnet application form to be considered for priority placement. 
Placement is based on space availability.  

For middle and high school selective Magnet programs, each student must be 
selected on his/her own merit. There is no sibling policy for middle and high school 
selective programs. However, a sibling may request a sibling transfer to attend the 
school (not the magnet) where the sibling’s magnet is housed. (Download and fill 
out the Sibling Transfer Request Form.) For middle and high school programs with 
lottery selection (see exception list above), siblings can request a sibling 
transfer. (Download and fill out the Sibling Transfer Request Form.) Placement is 
based on space availability.  

Q:  Is any priority given to an elementary Magnet student when applying to 
a Magnet middle school? 

A: No. The only exception is for Center For Knowledge (CFK) students applying to 
Leadership Academy at Wright (LAW) and CFKN students applying to Leadership at 
Muller. Students at these schools meeting the entrance requirements for their 
respective Leadership magnets will be given priority placement. 

Q: Is it too late to submit an application to the Magnet programs? 

A: Late applications are not accepted. Applications are submitted electronically and 
are only accepted during the three advertised application periods which usually 
occur: 

Choice 1 — opens prior to Winter Break and closes at the end January. 

Choice 2 — opens mid-May and closes mid-June 

Specific dates can be found on the Choice Calendar. All applications are time 
stamped. 

Q: Is there a waiting list for Magnet schools? 

A: Schools and programs with lottery selection maintain a waitlist by assigned 
lottery number. There is no waiting list for magnets with selective criteria. There is 
however an applicant pool and as vacancies occur, the Lead Teachers of the 
individual magnet programs will seat the most highly qualified students up to the 
10th day of school. You will be contacted by the Lead Teacher if your student is 
selected. 

https://www.richland2.org/RichlandDistrict/media/Richland-District/Documents/SiblingTransferRequestForm.pdf
https://www.richland2.org/Departments/Enrollment-Registration/Choice-Program/Choice-Resources
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Q: Who provides transportation?

A: Parents of students participating in any of the district's Magnet programs must 
provide transportation for their children to and from school unless the child is zoned 
to the school where the magnet is housed. The inability of a student to meet the 
attendance expectations of the magnet school will lead to Choice being revoked and 
the student returning to their zoned school. 

Q: How does Magnet Selection affect participation in interscholastic 
athletics and school activities?

A: The rules of the South Carolina High School League determine eligibility for 
interscholastic athletics and activities for middle and high school students. There is 
an important change to the athletic procedures in Richland School District Two 
which affect athletic eligibility and transfers. Parents and students should be aware 
of these rules before applying for a Choice option. Any student who accepts a 
Choice program and participates in an athletic or extracurricular activity at the 
Choice school during the spring or summer (cheerleading tryouts, spring football 
practice, summer team camps) may have their eligibility affected. If you have 
questions regarding Choice and participation in interscholastic athletics and 
activities, please contact Dr. Sabrina Suber, Executive Director of Secondary 
Schools, at ssuber@richland2.org. or you may consult with your school’s athletic 
director. Additionally, many eligibility concerns are addressed in the athletics 
frequently asked questions. 

Q: May students apply to both a Magnet program and Choice? 

A: Students may apply to a magnet program and Choice. However, a student can 
get approved for only one choice program. Students will need to prioritize their 
selections. If approved for their first priority, they no longer have the option to 
attend the lower priority selection(s). 

Q: How will families find out about their selection status? 

A:  Parents/students must log onto www.richland2.org/Choice to see if students 
were selected to attend a Choice School or Magnet Program. If selected for a Choice 
School or Magnet Program, students/parents must accept the seat by date indicated 
on the choice calendar. If not accepted by date listed, the seat will be given to 
another qualified student. If your child is not accepted to a Choice School or Magnet 
Program this year, you may reapply next year. 

Q: If a student did not accept a program during Choice 1, can they apply 
again during Choice 2? 

A:  Students who applied during Choice 1 and did not accept a seat in a magnet 
program may apply again in Choice 2. Please note, submitting an application for 
Choice 2 invalidates any applications submitted during Choice 1. Students accepting 
a seat in a magnet program during Choice I are ineligible to apply to other schools 
or programs during Choice 2.   




