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Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: What is the Expanded Choice Program? 

A: In Richland School District Two, students are assigned to a school according to 
their residential address. Expanded Choice is a program that allows Richland School 
District Two families to apply to attend another district school other than their 
residentially zoned school. 

Q: Are there schools closed to Expanded Choice? 

A: Each year, based on the expected enrollment and capacity of each school, the 
district decides which schools will be open to Expanded Choice. View the list on the 
Richland Two website. 

Q: Who is eligible to apply? 

A: To apply for Expanded Choice, students must reside within Richland School 
District Two. Students who are currently in kindergarten through 11th grade may 
apply for Expanded Choice. In addition, students who will begin kindergarten in the 
upcoming year may apply. Preschool age (ages three and four) students are not 
eligible to use Expanded Choice to choice into a preschool program. The CFCD 
(Center for Child Development) handles all pre-K applications and enrollments. 

Q: Can a student with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) apply for 
Expanded Choice? 

A: Expanded Choice is available for all Richland Two students regardless of 
disability. Educational services for a student with special needs are detailed in their 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) OR 504 Individual Accommodation Plan. 
Before granting a transfer request under the Expanded Choice program, the District 
must determine that the services specified in the student’s IEP or 504 PLAN are 
available at the requested school. If the District determines that the student’s IEP 
cannot be implemented at the requested school, the transfer will not be granted. 

Q: When and how can I apply? 
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A: Applications must be submitted online during the application period. Choice 1 
begins in December and Choice 2 begins in May. The application is for the 
upcoming school year. Out-of-district students may not apply for Expanded Choice. 

Q: May students apply to both a Magnet program and Expanded Choice? 

A: Each student may apply for up to three programs which can include a 
combination of magnets and Expanded Choice. However, a student may receive 
approval for only one Choice program. Students will need to prioritize their 
selections. If approved for their first priority, they no longer have the option to 
attend another selection(s). 

Q: How are applicants selected? 

A: All applications submitted within the required time frame become part of a 
computerized random selection process. 

Q: How many applicants are selected for each school? 

A: The District uses a Net 20 selection. With Net 20, each school open for Expanded 
Choice is allowed 20 transfer slots through the Choice process. The 20 slots may 
increase based on the number of students leaving that school through the Choice 
program. For example, if 13 students “Expanded Choice” to another school, then 
that school losing the 13 students will have 20 transfer slots plus the additional 13 
slots for a total of 33 slots. 

Q: How will families find out about their selection status? 

A: During the initial registration for the online application, each family will create a 
username and password that will need to be saved. In late March, parents may log 
onto this website using the same username and password to see if students are 
selected to attend a Choice School. 

Q: If students are granted attendance to a school through Expanded 
Choice, can they opt to go back to their zoned school after the start of 
school? 

A: A student may always return to their residentially zoned school. If a Choice 
student decides to withdraw and attend his/her zoned school or moves out of the 
district, then the student’s Choice status is terminated. However, students are 
expected to remain at the Choice school until they move to the next level (for 
example, elementary to middle, middle to high), at which time they may apply for 
another Choice. 

Q: Once a student is granted attendance to a school through Expanded 
Choice, can they lose the option to attend that school? 
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A: Expanded Choice is a program for students who reside in Richland School District 
Two. If a student moves outside of the district, the student can no longer attend 
any Richland School District Two school. Additionally, any student attending a 
school through Expanded Choice must maintain the following:  

• Exemplary punctuality and attendance at school
• Cooperation with the school in regards to academic and disciplinary

expectations
• Transportation to and from school

Q: Who provides transportation? 

A: Parents whose children participate in any of the district's Expanded Choice or 
magnet programs must provide transportation for their children to and from school. 
The inability of a student to meet the attendance expectations of the Choice school 
will lead to Choice being revoked. In that case, the student must then return to the 
zoned school. 

Q: How does Expanded Choice affect participation in interscholastic 
athletics and school activities? 

A: The rules of the South Carolina High School League determine eligibility for 
interscholastic athletics and activities for middle and high school students. There is 
an important change to the athletic procedures in Richland School District Two 
which affect athletic eligibility and transfers. Parents and students should be aware 
of these rules before applying for a Choice option. Any student who accepts a 
Choice program and participates in an athletic or extracurricular activity at the 
Choice school during the spring or summer (cheerleading tryouts, spring football 
practice, summer team camps) may have their eligibility affected. If you have 
questions regarding Choice and participation in interscholastic athletics and 
activities, please contact Dr. Sabrina Suber, Executive Director of Secondary 
Schools, at ssuber@richland2.org. or you may consult with your school’s athletic 
director. Additionally, many eligibility concerns are addressed in the athletics 
frequently asked questions. 

Q: What is a Sibling Transfer and how is it used? 

A: A Sibling Transfer is a transfer granted for a student when the student’s sibling 
is attending or will attend the requested school during the same year through an 
approved District transfer. The sibling transfer may be used to allow the requesting 
sibling to transfer into a school without participating in Choice or transfer into a 
school when one student is selected for a transfer through Choice and the other 
sibling is not. A parent may apply for this transfer by completing a Sibling Request 
Form. Once a student is granted a sibling transfer, the student may remain at the 
school for the remainder of that level (Elem. Middle, High) as long as the student's 
parent/guardian continues to reside in Richland Two. 


