
Vickie Westbrook receives the Apple Award for her dedi-

cation to her students and for mentoring of new teachers at 

Spring Valley High School.  

 

Congratulations, Vickie! We’re proud of you! 

When one shines, we all shine! 
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Richland 2 Families Build Bridges to Success! 
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Dr. Sandra Hamlin’s Building Bridges to Success is a wonderful program! 
For those who haven’t heard, families from all over the district are invited 
to attend six weeks of sessions on various subjects. The most recent session 
was held at Windsor Elementary School. Parent Educator Lucy Viscoso-
Harris and ESOL Assistant Wanda Poston helped Dr. Hamlin with the pro-
gram. Students and their parents attend together and discuss family, 
school, and social issues. During one session, families create their own sym-
bols. In another, parents share their story of how they came to live here in 
Richland 2. Not only are these families here to learn, they’re also here to 
serve. The most recent BBTS group served a meal to the homeless at a lo-
cal family shelter. Parents and students worked together to serve the meal, 
and even had a piñata! Not only does this group help individual families, it 
builds community within our schools. Thank you, Dr. Hamlin, for your contin-
ued service with this great program! 



 

Below, families and students work together and have a great time after 

serving a meal at a local family shelter! 

Building more than bridges…  
BBTS builds successful families! 
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Spring Valley High School’s Hispanic Family Night  

On January 22nd, Spring Valley High School held its first 
Hispanic Family Night. It was a huge success with over 
twenty-five families in attendance. The students and their 
families were presented with a multitude of information 

about high school and community resources.  

 

Members of Ms. Lala's Conti-
nental Club introduced the 
keynote speakers, including 

principal Mr. Temoney. 

Younger siblings were enter-
tained by activities from 
Edventure with help from the 
National Spanish Honor      

Society.  

 

 

 



Amazing things are happening at SVHS! 
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Mrs. Westbrook hands over her keys to Ms. 
Lala, the new ESOL teacher at Spring  
Valley High School. Ms. Lala, a former 
English teacher, comes with a toolbox of 
infinite resources which she has gathered 
over her career.  We are fortunate to 
have her join our ESOL department!  
 
Posted on the wall behind her are the 
myths her students recently wrote and    
illustrated.  
 

 
 
Twins and members of the Continental 
Club, Sherel and Bryan Bello-Hernandez 
announce that they have enlisted in the 
Army and will begin in July after gradu-
ation.  
 
 
 
 
The Continental Club serve a meal to the homeless downtown as a part of their 

community service.  The students were a great help to the endeavor. 



 

ESOL students in grades K-5 set goals for the new year.  First, 
they asked each other questions aloud about their future goals.  
Then they compiled their answers and wrote them on the white-
board.  Finally, but using technology, students displayed their 
knowledge y typing text about their goals and illustrating them 
with pictures of their favorite sports’ ball.  We challenge you to 
make your own goals for 2015! 
 

Learn from the past, set detailed goals for the future and live 
the moment, which you have control.  - Denis Waitley 



Bethel Hanberry’s Character Kid  

Cristofer Concha-Angeles participated in the recent Bingo 

Celebration at Bethel-Hanberry Elementary School, held 

for students who make the honor roll. Cristofer won a    

special prize at this event! 

 

Congratulations, Cristofer!! 



Richland Northeast ESOL students enjoy a  
cultural day! 

  

In December, RNE ESOL teachers Sara Thornton and Mary 
Malonza took their students to the Nutcracker Ballet performed 
at the Koger Center and then to the SC State Museum.  It was 
the first time many of the students had ever been to a major   

artistic performance, let alone a ballet!  At the museum, students 
got to visit many of the new attractions like the 4D theater and 
the planetarium. It was a great day of new experiences for all.  

Watch a video of their adventure here! 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJzdbza1nZo&feature=em-upload_owner


Windsor Students “Work” and Learn! 
 

  
Third Grade ESOL students at Windsor integrated math and language skills 
when they ‘opened’ their own restaurant. Students had the opportunity to be 
both a  host/server and a restaurant patron!  They worked on addition and 
subtraction skills, money, asking and answering questions, and reading skills 
(with a little bit of manners thrown in, too!). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students who finished their summer learning workbooks and turned them in 
earned a special sweet surprise from Mrs. Tanner! 



Polo Road Students Sing Sweetly at the  
Winter Arts Festival! 

  

The PRE Winter Arts Festival 2014, District Auditorium, 
featuring Mrs. Whitworth and her 2nd graders singing 

"Celebramos Juntos" in Spanish and English!  

 
 



Learning All Around the District 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marilyn, Yandrid, and Jose stand in front of one of four 
carts full of PRE's collection for Pawmetto Lifeline Pet Rescue 
and    Adoption.  This annual Service Learning Project was a   

howling success!!  
 
 

Teachers learn, too! 
 

ESOL teachers from around 
the district came together 
at Catawba Trail to learn 
more about the new AC-

CESS tests given through the 
WIDA Consortium our state 

recently joined.  



Midlands ESOL Teachers are HUNGRY  

for collaboration! 
Midlands ESOL teachers across the districts are working together to     

improve students' success. The teachers meet together monthly to share   

ideas and enjoy being with other ESOL colleagues.  Here are photos 

from the DiPrato’s evening out, and Al Amir! 

 

 

 

 

Here’s the schedule for future dinners out!   

We will meet at 5:00 pm: 

Tues, March 10 - Taqueria Jalisco (St. Andrews Road– information here!) 

Thurs, April 23 -  ??? 

Mon, May 11 -  ??? 
Do you have any restaurant 

suggestions? Let Melody 
Whitworth know! 

http://www.urbanspoon.com/r/117/879943/restaurant/Taqueria-Jalisco-Mexican-Restaurant-Columbia

