
RSD2 - 3rd Grade - SS Content by Quarter 
Quick Glance 

Quarter Topic/Standards 

1st ● Geography, US Map, Surrounding Oceans 
● Map Skills (3-1.1) 
● Regions/Rivers (3-1.1, 3-1.2, 3-1.3) 
● SC Native Americans/Explorers (3-2.1, 3-2.2)  

2nd ● Colonial SC (3-2.3, 3-2.4, 3-2.5) 
● The American Revolution (3-3.1, 3-3.2, 3-3.3, 3-3.4) 
● SC Government (3-3.4, 3-3.5) 

3rd ● Antebellum South Carolina (3-4.1, 3-4.2, 3-4.3) 
● Civil War (3-4.3, 3-4.4) 
● Reconstruction (3-4.5, 3-4.6) 

4th  ● 20th and 21st Century (3-5 - all indicators) 
● Cultures in SC 

 
Third Grade - Standards in Order of Instruction 

 1st Quarter (in order of instruction) 

Standard(s)/Unit/Topic Suggested Instructional Time Frame 

 

US Geography including but not limited to: 13 colonies location (not specific state 
location), South Carolina, 7 continents, 5 oceans 
 
South Carolina state symbols 
 
Review makeup of the United States (50 states). Students should begin to recognize 
names of states. (South Carolina is one of the 50 states. Georgia, North Carolina, and 
the Atlantic Ocean border South Carolina.) 

3 days 
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3-1.1 Categorize the six landform regions of South Carolina - the Blue Ridge, the 
Piedmont, the Sand Hills, the Inner Coastal Plain, the Outer Coastal Plain, and the 
Coastal Zone - according to their climate, physical features, and natural resources. 

1 week, 3 days 

3-1.2 Describe the location and characteristics of significant features of South Carolina, 
including landforms; river systems such as the Pee Dee River Basin, the Santee River 
Basin, the Edisto River Basin, and the Savannah River Basin; major cities; and climate 
regions. 
 
3-1.3 Explain the interactions between the people and the physical landscape of South 
Carolina over time, including the effects on population distribution, patterns of migration, 
access to natural resources and economic development. 

 

 

Answer the question: What is history? Reference timelines. (Teachers should spend 
time helping students build an understanding of the concept of history. Four 
components: time, place, people, events or the story) 
 

2 days 

 

3-2.1 Compare the culture, governance, and physical environment of the major Native 
American tribal groups of South Carolina, including the Cherokee, Catawba, and 
Yemassee. 

3 weeks 

3-2.2 Summarize the motives, activities, and accomplishments of the exploration of 
South Carolina by the Spanish, French, and English.  
 
Locate and identify Spain, France, and England on a world map and globe. 
 
Discuss European/North America as being two different continents. Locate on World 
map and globe. 

1 week 
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 2nd Quarter (in order of instruction) 

Standard(s)/Unit/Topic Suggested Instructional Time Frame 

 

3-2.4 Summarize the development of the Carolina colony under the Lords Proprietors 
and the royal government, including the settlement by and trade with the people of 
Barbados and the influence of other immigrant groups. 
 
Locate and identify Barbadoes on a world map and globe. 

1 week 

3-2.3 Describe the initial contact, cooperation, and conflict between the Native 
Americans and European settlers in South Carolina. 

½ week 

3-2.5 Explain the role of Africans in developing the culture and economy of South 
Carolina, including the growth of the slave trade; slave contributions to the plantation 
economy; the daily lives of the enslaved people; the development of the Gullah culture; 
their resistance to slavery. 

2 weeks 

 

3-3.1 Summarize the causes of the American Revolution, including Britain’s passage of 
the Stamp Act, the Tea Act, and the Intolerable Acts; the rebellion of the colonists; and 
the writing of the Declaration of Independence 
 
Review economic trade and exchange, review market buyer, seller, supply and 
demand, etc., and economics within this historical time period. 
 
3-3.3 Summarize the course of the American Revolution in South Carolina, including 
the role of William Jasper and Fort Moultrie; the occupation of Charles Town by the 
British; the partisan warfare of Thomas Sumter, Andrew Pickens, and Francis Marion; 
and the battles of Cowpens, Kings Mountain, and Eutaw Springs. 

2 weeks 

3-3.2 Compare the perspectives of South Carolinians during the American Revolution, 
including Patriots, Loyalists, women, enslaved and free Africans, and Native Americans. 
 
3-3.3 Summarize the course of the American Revolution in South Carolina, including 
the role of William Jasper and Fort Moultrie; the occupation of Charles Town by the 

2 weeks 
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British; the partisan warfare of Thomas Sumter, Andrew Pickens, and Francis Marion; 
and the battles of Cowpens, Kings Mountain, and Eutaw Springs. 
 
Relevant President(s): 
George Washington 

3-3.4 Summarize the effects of the American Revolution, including the establishment of 
state and national government. 
 
Relevant President(s): 
George Washington 
John Adams 

½ week 

 

3-3.5 Outline the structure of state government, including the branches of government, 
representative bodies, and basic powers of each. 

½ week 
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 3rd Quarter (in order of instruction) 

Standard(s)/Unit/Topic Suggested Instructional Time Frame 

 

3-4.1 Compare the economic conditions for various classes of people in South Carolina, 
including the elite, the middle class, the lower class, the independent farmers, and the 
enslaved and free African Americans. 
 
3-4.2 Summarize the development of slavery in antebellum South Carolina including the 
invention of cotton gin and subsequent expansion of and economic dependent on 
slavery. 

2 weeks 

3-4.3 Explain the reasons for South Carolina’s secession from the Union, including the 
abolitionist movement and the concept of states’ rights. 
 
Relevant President(s) and Political Figures: 
Jefferson Davis 
Abraham Lincoln 

1 week 

 

3-4.4 Summarize the course of the Civil War in South Carolina including the Secession 
Convention, the firing on Fort Sumter, the Union blockade of Charleston, the 
significance of the Hunley submarine; the exploits of Robert Smalls; and General 
William T. Sherman’s march through the state. 
 
Relevant President(s) and Political Figures: 
Jefferson Davis 
Abraham Lincoln 
Andrew Johnson 

3 weeks 
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3-4.5 Explain how the destruction caused by the Civil War affected the economy and 
daily lives of South Carolinians, including the scarcity of food, clothing and living 
essentials and the continuing racial tensions. 
 
3-4.6 Summarize the positive and negative effects of the Reconstruction in South 
Carolina, including the development of public education; the establishment of 
sharecropping; racial advancements and tensions; and the attempts to rebuild towns, 
factories, and farms. 
Relevant President(s) and Political Figures: 
Jefferson Davis 
Abraham Lincoln 
Andrew Johnson 
 
 

2 weeks 

 
 

 4th Quarter (in order of instruction) 

Standard(s)/Unit/Topic Suggested Instructional Time Frame 

 

3-5.1 Summarize the social and economic impact of developments in agriculture, 
industry, and technology, including the creation of Jim Crow laws, the rise and fall of 
textile markets, and the expansion of the railroad. 
 
Relevent President(s): 
Woodrow Wilson 
 
3-5.2 Explain the causes and impact of emigration from South Carolina and internal 
migration from rural areas to the cities, including discrimination and unemployment; 
poor sanitation and transportation services; and the lack of electricity and other modern 
conveniences in rural locations. 

1 week 

3-5.3 Explain the effects of the Great Depression on daily life in South Carolina, 
including the widespread poverty and unemployment and the efforts of the 
federal government to create jobs through a variety of New Deal programs. 
 
 
Relevant President(s): 

2 days 
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Herbert Hoover 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 

3-5.4 Summarize the social and economic impact of World War ll and the Cold 
War on South Carolina, including the end of the Great Depression, 
improvements in modern conveniences, increased opportunities for women and 
African Americans, and the significance of the opening and eventual closing of 
military bases. 
 
Relevant President(s): 
Herbert Hoover 
Franklin Roosevelt 
Harry Truman 
Dwight Eisenhower 
John F. Kennedy 
Lyndon Johnson 
Richard Nixon 
Gerald Ford 
Jimmy Carter 
Ronald Reagan 
George H. W. Bush 
(Students do not need to memorize the presidents. They only need to be familiar 
with them as much as their relevancy to the time period and events of the 
indicator.) 

2 days 

3-5.5 Summarize the development of economic, political, and social 
opportunities of African Americans in South Carolina, including the end of Jim 
Crow Laws; the desegregation of schools (Briggs v. Elliott) and other public 
facilities; and efforts of African Americans to achieve the right to vote. 
 
Relevant President(s): 
Lyndon B. Johnson 

1 week 

3-5.6 Describe the growth of tourism and its impact on the economy of South 
Carolina, including the development of historic sites, state parks, and resorts 

2 days 
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and the expanding transportation systems that allow for greater access to our 
state. 

 

Compare and contrast different cultures now found in South Carolina 
 

1 ½ weeks 

 
 
 
 
 

Strands Overview of Embedded Content 
3rd Grade 

 

History Geography Science/ 
Technology 

Cultures Economics Government National 
Symbols 

Citizenship Global  
Connections 

all standards  review, know 
spain/france/
england/barb
ados 
 
states 

connect when 
applicable 

in our state review 
economic 
trade and 
exchange, 
review market 
buyer, sellers, 
supply and 
demand, etc., 
economics and 
history 

Relevant 
presidents, 
Authority 
figures in 
state 
government: 
3 branches 

State 
Symbols 

leadership, 
add to 
academic 
vocabulary 
lists where 
appropriate, 
civic 
responsibility 

See cultures 
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