
Tim Swick 

Pontiac Elementary Montessori Magnet Teacher
Mr. Swick and students begin the day with their 
morning meeting. Mr. Swick uses the time to 
help students focus on the tasks ahead and set 
up their day for academic success.

15 
Years in Education

17
Students in class  

(11 fifth-graders and  
6 fourth-graders)

Mr. Swick guides 
a student on his 
assignment. While 
Mr. Swick acts 
as a guide in the 
classroom, he also 
steps in to offer a 
little extra help to 
those struggling  
with a task. 

Mr. Swick works with students on a lesson. A 
highlight of Montessori education is its hands-on 
learning approach. 

180 minutes students  
spend in uninterrupted  
work time

The day starts early in Mr. Tim Swick’s classroom at Pontiac 
Elementary School’s Montessori Magnet Program. Montessori 
is a hands-on, interactive learning approach that allows 
students to learn in an enriched, supportive environment 
through exploration, discovery and creativity, with guidance 
and encouragement of a guide or teacher. The program is child-
directed, where students pursue interests, make responsible 
choices for themselves and direct themselves to constructive 
activities.

The first thing you might notice when you walk into Mr. Swick’s 
classroom is the lack of desks. Instead, the room is filled with 
bookcases stacked with books, science projects and lessons — 
all accessible to students to help foster independence. There are 
group tables, rugs and a small library area where students can 
sit and read or work on projects. The room is cozy, warm and 
welcoming.

During the day, students work in an uninterrupted time period 
where they work at their own pace on assignments. Mr. Swick 
walks around the classroom, posing questions to students as they 
work and offering suggestions and encouragement. He also steps 
in to offer a little extra help to those struggling with a task. 

A highlight of Montessori education is its hands-on approach to 
learning. Students work with specially designed materials that 
they can manipulate until they master the lesson. Each material 
or lesson teaches a single skill or concept at a time. To stay on 
track, students fill out a Work Time Choices sheet. This sheet lets 
them log their lesson or project, the time they spent working on 
it, as well as a description.

For Mr. Swick, the best part of his job is the students that make 
up his class. “I get the most out of being a part of helping my 
students learn to challenge themselves and accomplish new 
things they never thought they could accomplish.”


