


Technology, Learning and 
Innovation
Richland Two continues to advance the use of 
technology for student learning and is expanding 
ways for providing innovative, personalized learning 
opportunities integrated with the curriculum. The 
S.C. Department of Education has announced efforts 
to move in this same direction, and Richland Two 
is leading the way. The district’s 1TWO1 student 
computing program – now in its fifth year – forms a 
solid foundation for the district to make important 
progress for enhancing personalized learning 
options appropriate for our community of families 
and the unique learning needs of every student.

The internet for At-home Learning
The internet is a vital resource for student learning, 
and at-home internet access helps students engage 
in course work away from school. President 
Barack Obama has pledged to expand high-speed 
broadband access to all Americans, and Richland 
Two has been pilot-testing ways of connecting 
families who are without access. Through a mobile 
“hot spot” program made possible by grant monies 
and local funds, more than 100 families in Richland 
Two were connected this year with at-home internet 
access. Families were identified through the help of 
school social workers and the program has shown to 
be beneficial by creating far greater opportunities 
for students to engage in learning activities in the 
comfort of their own homes and by eliminating the 
need for families to find transportation to locations 
where open internet access is available. Richland 
Two continues to seek ways to expand the program.

Richland Two Innovation Incubator Continues 
Growth
The district’s innovation incubator, known as R2 
Innovates, continues to grow and this year added 
seven teacher innovation teams. These teams 
joined the existing cadre of district educators 
working to further develop their “venture capital 
startup” projects begun over the past two years. 
The 2014-2015 Si Se Puede (Yes You Can) team – a 
project for helping Hispanic families assimilate with 
the district – met this spring with U.S. Secretary 
of Education Dr. John King while participating with 
the Teach to Lead Summit in Baltimore, Md. The 
team is enhancing the program with student-led 
conferences and recognizing students for attaining 
key skills related to The Profile of the South Carolina 
Graduate. The teams have proven that innovative 
thinking is a key part of the formula for improving 
education for the future.

Student Enrollment/Daily Per-Pupil Cost
The current enrollment of 27,552 pre-kindergarten through 12th grade students 
represents an increase of 6,281 students since the 2006-2007 school year.  In 2015-
2016, PK-12 enrollment increased by 186 students compared to the previous year. 
Based on the most recent audit report for the year ended June 30, 2015, Richland 
Two spent an estimated $9,817 per pupil from General Fund and Special Revenue 
Funds to educate our students. For a 180-day school year, that breaks down to 
$54.53 per pupil, per day. 

General and Special  
Revenue Funds (2014-2015 audited)
During the 2014-2015 school year, Richland Two received 
a total of $274,380,646 in revenue to the General 
and Special Revenue Funds.  The General Fund is the 
primary budget for all ordinary operations of a school 
district.  Revenue for the General Fund comes from state 
and local taxes, with a very small amount coming from 
federal sources.  Special Revenue funds account for state 
and federal grants, including State EIA funds. 

LOCAL
STATE
FEDERAL
INTERGOVERNMENTAL

$90,395,943
164,476,941

19,343,585
164,177

TOTAL $274,380,646

Total District Funds Expended in 2014-2015 
School Year (based on audited figures)
 

Other significant district funds include, the Debt Service 
Fund (pays for all bond payments) and the Capital 
Projects Fund (accounts for all expenditures for new 
construction and renovations), the Food Service Fund 
(accounts for the operation of the breakfast and lunch 
program), Pupil Activity Funds (record activity for student 
organizations) and the Worker’s Comp Fund (accounts 
for self-insurance fund for Worker’s Compensation). 

GENERAL FUND
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
DEBT SERVICE FUND
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
FOOD SERVICE FUND
PUPIL ACTIVITY FUND
WORKER’S COMP FUND

$232,603,015 
37,328,892

128,084,055
25,794,621
12,196,339

8,559,320
2,088,348

TOTAL $446,654,590

WorkKeys
ACT WorkKeys is a job skills assessment system measuring “real world” skills that 
employers believe are critical in the workplace. The assessment is given to every 
South Carolina 11th grader with the exception of those eligible for alternative as-
sessments. The assessment consists of three subtests: Applied Mathematics, Read-
ing for Information, and Locating Information. Students can earn certificates at the 
Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze level. 
Percent of Students Earning Bronze Level on 2016 WorkKeys
Subject Applied 

Mathematics
Locating 
Information

Reading for 
Information

Overall

Richland 2 91.4% 95.1% 94.7% 87.6%
South Carolina 92.3% 94.7% 94.2% 87.9%

Graduation Rate
Richland Two’s four-year graduation rate continued to climb in 2015, increasing 
3.6 percent over 2014. The graduation rate has increased 9.9 percent since 2011. 

Advanced Placement 
Advanced Placement (AP) scores continue to exceed those of the state and 
nation. Of AP exams taken, 64 percent had passing scores of three (3) or higher 
compared to 57 percent at the state and national level. There were 214 more 
tests taken by Richland Two students in 2015 than the previous year.

ACT Aspire 
(percent of students scoring Ready or Higher)
Students in grades 3-8 took the ACT Aspire tests in English/Language Arts 
and Mathematics for the first time in 2015. Benchmarks for ACT Aspire gauge 
student progress in becoming ready for college. 

Grade English Reading Mathematics Writing
3 67.0 35.6 60.0 17.1
4 73.5 36.9 51.0 17.7
5 75.5 38.6 55.2 16.8
6 70.3 37.2 52.2 38.6
7 74.3 38.4 35.7 32.9
8 74.9 51.2 31.0 34.9

SC-PASS 
(Percent of students scoring Met or higher)
Students in grades 4-8 are tested annually on the S.C. Palmetto Assessment  of  
State Standards in the areas of Science and Social Studies. 

Grade Science Social Studies

4 72.4 88.0

5 70.7 78.2

6 61.5 77.3

7 68.3 66.4

8 65.5 74.2

ACT
The ACT, a college readiness assessment, was given to every South Carolina 11th 
grader in 2015 with the exception of those eligible for alternate assessments. 
ACT scores range from 0 to 36. State averages for ACT data are based on regular 
public schools and do not include private schools in the state.
Average Scale Score on 2016 ACT
Subject English Math Reading Science Composite
Richland 2 16.3 17.9 18.2 17.7 17.7
State 16.5 18.1 18.3 18.1 17.9

SAT 
The SAT, tests college readiness in English/Language Arts, Mathematics and 
Writing. Each section of the test is worth 800 points. This test is taken mostly by 
high school juniors and seniors.

Math Critical 
Reading

Writing Composite

Richland 2 469 472 450 1391
State 487 488 467 1442
Nation 511 495 484 1490




