
Students 
Our school is special because when you fall down your friends help you up.  A kindergartner 
 
I like CFI because when I raise my hand the questions matter.  It's where you get to express 
yourself and your feeling.  A 2nd grader 
 
What I like about CFI is when we are learning about something we do not just read facts from a 
book, we get involved in things and we get to touch artifacts and that makes me look at the 
subject from a whole different point of view.  A 4th grader 
 

Parents 
The CFI teachers and staff have created a loving, caring, respectful community where all 
students are not only encouraged to be themselves but are encouraged to always aspire to be 
the 'best' selves they can be, respect other people and the environment, and make a difference.  
The teachers and the staff are truly a family.  Each family that enters CFI as well as his/her 
family becomes a part of that extended CFI family.  At CFI, everyday life is an adventure and is 
celebrated.  As a parent, I appreciate the fact that my child is in an environment where learning 
is fun and that his teachers and the staff at CFI actually care about his well being and his 
happiness.  It is a comforting thought to know that your child is in their hands during the day.  
Even from the humble beginnings of CFI, the teachers and staff have always had a strong and 
determined spirit that strives for the best but does not forget to take time to truly appreciate the 
small wonders of life-our children. Parent of a 5th grader 
 
CFI is not just an ordinary school.  It is a place where children can explore and use their 
imaginations!  This school is a family oriented school.  The parents even know each other on a 
first name basis.  It is a wonderful place where learning is an adventure. Parents of a first 
grader and third grader 
 

Educators 
High expectations from each child for their own learning. They feel a sense of ownership and 
pride in THEIR school community. All children are respected as learners...give it a try...we're 
here to support you. Constant questions keep children thinking and exploring. A "quiet," patient 
teacher gets results. You show respect, you reap respect. Seven Oaks Elementary 
 
The students at CFI are very independent.  Their prior knowledge brings so much to classroom 
discussions.  Their [the teachers] passion is obvious.  They have a strong personal connection 
with their students.  Their flexibility with time and schedules is refreshing. Oconee County 
Primary School 
 

MAT’s 
In my time at CFI, I have learned so many wonderful things.  I have learned that my students 
are actually my "partners in learning."  I have learned there are  advantages for both me and my 
students that come with careful Kidwatching.  I have discovered the joy of having "experts" in 
my classroom. I know that "student ownership" is so much more rewarding than discipline. I 
have witnessed true community in action.  For all the wonderful things we read about in our 
classes, I have seen them modeled here.  I am a more effective teacher because of CFI's 
influence.  I will proudly implement the inquiry method in my own classroom next fall.  MAT in 
3rd and 5th grades 
CFI is a very special place. I would like to thank all the students, teachers, staff, and families for 
making me feel so welcome. CFI is truly a place where every voice is heard and everyone feels 



cared for, valued, and respected. I have learned so much during my time at CFI from teachers 
tall and small. I will take all the special memories and lessons learned with me to my new 
classroom. CFI will always hold a special place in my heart. CFI has taught me to listen and 
learn with my head and my heart because students ask such amazing questions and makes 
such great connections.  MAT in kindergarten and 1st grade 


